
2016	"Year	in	Review”	
	
	
- Ethics	and	malpractice-related	decisions	and	rule	changes	that	have	come	out	since	last	

year's	CLE	(end	of	2015	and	2016	thus	far)			
- Changes	to	the	Rules	of	Professional	Conduct,	the	Rules	for	Lawyer	Disciplinary	

Enforcement,	SC	Bar	Ethics	Advisory	Opinions,	Supreme	Court	disciplinary	opinions,	and	
any	malpractice	and	ethics-related	civil	opinions	from	the	Court	of	Appeals	and	Supreme	
Court,	including	an	update	on	two	UPL	petitions	currently	pending	before	the	court	
(Boone	v.	Quicken	and	RTT	v.	Peck)	

- New	ethics	issues	that	are	being	decided	in	other	states	and/or	pending	before	our	own	
Ethics	Advisory	Committee	

- Rule	change	proposals	that	are	pending	either	at	the	PR	Committee	or	at	the	Court,	and	
ABA	Rule	Changes	that	have	not	yet	been	proposed	or	considered	in	SC	
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Michael	Virzi	teaches	first-year	Legal	Research,	Analysis	and	Writing	I	&	II	and	Professional	
Responsibility.	He	has	also	taught	upper-level	courses	in	Advanced	Legal	Writing	and	
Fundamentals	of	Law	Practice	and	Professionalism.	Prior	to	becoming	a	full-time	faculty	
member,	Mr.	Virzi	taught	as	an	adjunct	professor	at	the	School	of	Law	and	taught	Business	Law	
I	and	II	as	an	adjunct	professor	in	the	Paralegal	Studies	program	at	Midlands	Technical	College.	
He	came	to	the	School	of	Law	from	the	South	Carolina	Supreme	Court's	Office	of	Disciplinary	
Counsel	where	he	investigated	and	prosecuted	attorneys	for	ethical	misconduct.	Prior	to	
working	for	the	Disciplinary	Counsel,	Mr.	Virzi	practiced	in	the	areas	of	commercial	and	
business	litigation	and	creditors'	rights.	
	
Mr.	Virzi	received	his	B.A.	in	Political	Science	from	the	University	of	South	Carolina	in	1991	and	
graduated	cum	laude	from	the	University	of	South	Carolina	School	of	Law	in	2000.	He	is	a	



member	of	the	South	Carolina	Bar,	the	North	Carolina	Bar	(inactive),	the	U.S.	District	Courts	of	
North	and	South	Carolina,	and	the	U.S.	Court	of	Appeals	for	the	Fourth	Circuit.	
	
Mr.	Virzi	has	served	on	the	South	Carolina	Bar's	Professional	Responsibility	Committee	since	
2011	and	the	Ethics	Advisory	Committee	since	2003,	including	as	Chair	from	2007–2010.	He	is	a	
member	of	several	state	and	national	organizations	involving	legal	ethics	and	is	a	frequent	CLE	
speaker	and	law	school	guest	lecturer	on	the	topics	of	legal	ethics	and	the	disciplinary	process.	
	
												
	


